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o date, popular discourse has framed problem gam-
bling as an issue that primarily affects adults. Perhaps
surprisingly, however, research shows that young people
— despite having little or no access to casinos — are at a
higher risk for developing gambling disorders than
adults. In an effort to protect this particularly vulnerable
segment of the population and continue raising aware-
ness about responsible gaming, the National Center for
Responsible Gaming (NCRG) has released a new
brochure, “Talking with Children about Gambling.”

This useful resource provides research-based guide-
lines for parents and others who mentor youth on how
to talk with young people about the risks of gambling
and help them avoid other potentially destructive activi-
ties. “Talking with Children about Gambling” was for-
mally released in August during Responsible Gambling
Education Week, the American Gaming Association’s
annual effort to increase national awareness of disor-
dered gambling among gaming industry employees and
patrons.

“We think this is an incredibly valuable resource for
gaming industry representatives and members of the
treatment community,” said NCRG Chairman Phil
Satre. “Together, we can take an active role in promot--
ing responsible behavior from an early age and possibly
prevent future problems by facilitating open dialogues
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between parents and children.”

In addition to guidelines for par-
ents, the brochure includes statistics
about the prevalence of gambling
among young people, outlines some
of the ways young people gamble
and provides tips on how to recog-
nize problem gambling warning
signs. The brochure was developed
by the Institute for Research on
Pathological Gambling and Related
Disorders, and it reflects an exiensive evaluation
of peer-reviewed research on youth gambling and
adolescent behavior.

Visitors to the NCRG’s Web site, www.ncrg.org,
can download a copy of “Talking with Children about
Gambling” free of charge. The NCRG encourages
others to link to the brochure from their Web sites;
linking instructions and guidelines also are posted on
the NCRG’s Web site.

In addition, the NCRG is actively seeking national
and local pariners to ensure that the resource is widely
distributed and used. If you are interested in working
with the NCRG to raise awareness about this critical

issue, please contact Veronica Brown at
vbrown@ncrg.org.
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